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SPECIAL INFORMATION REPORT 

• 
.Spr.ing Demon•tratione at Washington, D. C. Jrom · l·S May J 971 

. · As the time nears lor the moat se rio~s potential ·disruption 
of the city by antiwar pro teste re. exten• ive preparations are beinR 
made by all involved police juriadictions. It remains the intention 
ol antiwar protes~f!rs led by Rennie Davis, John Froines, David 
Ddlinger- and many other well-known activists to block a nttntber 
o(key brid~ea and highways in the city and to disrupt the operations 
ol several key Government building• . 

• 
Among ttle · id~ntilied 11action tar-gets 11 that have been & pcci Cied 

by the Mayday Collective which appears to tiave usurped thP. major 
leadership role £rom the People 'i Coalition for ·pP.ace and Juatic·e, , 

.there are several that are generally regarded as key targets that bear 
th£- brunt or possible major demonstrations on Monday mornintt, l 
Ml\_y. At this · rr.oorting the No. l ta.rget app~arr to b~ · both inbound 
and oUtbound channels o( the 14th' StrC!'ct Bridg~. Second priority 
t&rgets are believed to be Memorial Bridge, Ro9sevclt Bridge and l<ey 
Bridge . . TarJets ollesser importance to orderly traffic patterns o£ 
the city but areas· that are believed to be highly vul;e rable are Dupo nt 
Circle and Washingto n Circle. A les s er tar~et but one that has been 
identllied .as a highly potential one is Chain Bridge. 

The populatiC'In of Peace City· has ftrown but slightly during the 
last week in April, and estimates presently vary between 1000 and 
2000 person.s. The .C()ndu.ct o( .the camp to date has servad as a counter-:­
prorfuctivc l"l'lrllftilr.station that should hurt the f!f!orts o( orf!ani~ers to 
amass a larga turn~mt for scheduled .. activities on 3 May. Presently a 
rock festival is I c:heduled (or Saturday: and other (cstiviticl. some nt 
a quasi- religio •.as nature!: are intenfie d to hol'cl a mass nr peopl~ in the 
c-enter of the c-ity o n S•1nday. A number or rude ~roupa an~ folk 
pr.rformerrh ue scheduled (or Saturday inCludin~ Arlo Gulhric, Phil 
Ochs: Barbara .Qn.nt~, thr. .Jr.rr~!rSnn 1\irpln.nc; lhr. C tlllii,""Y of Je-sus 
Christ Super Star (which it per£o rn1ing this weck('nfl a-t Americ~n 
University) and popular black soul singer James Brown. Ampng the 
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.. 
echedulcd speakers for Sunday are Ralph. Abe.rnathy of the Southern 

.. chrt.,uan Leadership Confr.t'ence, C:le&at' Chave~ n! the Farm Wo rkers, 
Ceo.rge Wiley of the National Wel!are R ighta Organization, Benjamin 
~pock, Ronnie Davia and Father· Croppi. Some of the proposed entet'­
tainers ·ior. Sunday'• festivities are- Aretha Franklin (who haa volunteered 
to ma.ke bail for ' Angela Davta l! bail il .ever set), Buffy St. Marie, the 
Detroit Wbeeis and othera. It i• believed that the weekend festivities will 
draw a lat'ae number of local ~uth more intet'eated ·In· free fun and 
music than· paci~i8m or polltlcal ideolo~y. It is not believed that the · 
demonstration leadership wlll ·be able to hold this group of young people 
for pa,rticlpation in activitiel 1cheduled for ~onday mor~ing.. · 

Police 'planning and the' coordination a:n,on~ v•·rious police 
jurisdictions are extensive and arewell-cnnaidercd and complP.tc. 
Bc~inning at 4 p.m. Sunday afternoon, Z May, police Sltrveillance 
will begin at all arr.a ·bridgea including Cabin John and Woodrow Wilson 
which link Maryland to Virginia ·on the Beltway. At 5 a.m. on 3 ·May 
Washington police and Arlington police commence with lZ -hour shifts 
for all pe.rsonnel~ All .leaves. have been canceled . . The police man­
power conlplement at the various k·~y targets is as follows: 14th Strer.t 
Bridp.e complex, D.C.· side 300 uniformed police (u. p.). Virginia side 
250 u. p. from Virp.inia State Police, Fairfax County and Arlin,::ton; 
Mr.morial Brid~te. :D.C. side ZOO u.p., VirJ:inia side 100 u. p. ·: 
RoQse·velt Bridgtt, D. C. side ZOO n. p., Vi~gini~ side 100 u. p.: Kr.y 
Bridge, D.C. side 200 u. p., -Yirginia side 100 u. p.; ~hain Brid~c, 
D. C •. aide 100 u. p., Virginia side 50 u. p.; and jn the Mixing Bow l 
area west of the Pentagr>n approximately .100 u. p. The Cabin John 
B·rid~e and the Noodrow Nilson Bt'idge will he covq,red by local police 
jurisdictions also but to a les·ser detzrec unless it becomes. apparent 
that pollee reinforcements are needed. 

Vi~ginia authorities have established three observation points 
. ovcrlooking.key b.ridgf! approaches. They will have men stationed on 

the firth f.ldor of the Mariott Jiotel o:ver.looking the Rosslyn and Key · 
Drid~e area;' A second observation point is in the Arlington To\vers 
cnmplex t:~verlnnkin.,~t the Rooeevclt Bridge approachr.~t, and th(' third 
.,hservation pnint is at th~ .ID~ 81,1ilding overlooki~J! thr. PcntaJ;on and 
the 14th Street Bridge approaches . 

• DurtnA lh• .. entire•lisruptfnn periruf, lw,., Arlingtnn police r.ruiscr!l · 
· atarrcrl with two snr.n will hr pat-rnlling thr A,:tr.n<"y's huilrlins;s in thc­
Rossl'yn area. · The Washiifgton, D. C. Harbor Police boat will l•tt on 
duty in . Cull complemen~ i'n the Potomac River channel .between 14th and· 
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Rcy nrid~•~!i early on thl" morning ,.f 3 May. The Wuhington, D. C. 
Circ-"'·hoat with a Cull cnmpl~ment will ~lsn be p:ltrollin~t in lh~ . c·hanncl 
with the facility ,£ hoisting fire-fighting ~car to the britfl!e sur£ac:es 
ir\ th(' event that th~y are needed . ,Highway clearinl! and wrecking 
equipment .will be stationed on the bridges by Washington authorities, 

. and _Virginia will have approximately 40 pieces nf hr.avy highway . 
f'quipmr.nt located in key target arr.a·s. Vir~inia authoritir.s. are also 
providi~g 20 busses in. the eve11t maas detention is required. 

At 2 p.m. on 2 May the D. C. National Guard will be activated 
and remain on ·duty through Friday, 7 May • . These troops will be 
used as they were during ~he 24 April demonstration to assist police· 
in patrolling outlying areas of the· City • . Tht'!y will additionally provide 
s~curity .for police buildings and police equipment. The 'Third Infantry 
At Ft. Mr.yer has be-en dcsignat~d to maintain sr.curil.y at the .White 
House an~ at thr. homr.'s and offices or key Govcrnmr.nt nfficial&. The 
Army has reportedly also activated troops (identity unknown) to protect . 
tht'! Pentagon. · 

• 

Local police jurisdictions are pres·ently geared for three days 
or potential disruption, 3 -5· May. Authorities rio not believe thC\l 
activities scheduled ro·r Saturday and Sunday will c-aus~ s~rious dis­
rupti~n. The requirements fnr thr. clays {nllowinJ.! 5 May will be 
tf~termined, and a police staHing will be ac-cording to re-quirements . 

• 
Allegedly, thro hnrd-core body nr the rl<-n:'onstration intends to 

d«!part the city in time for a. demonstration :\t New Haven on 7 May (in· 
connection with the Bobby Scale, Ericka Hu~~:ins Dlac·k Panth~r murder 
trial) . As for thf" numhcr n{ persons that- will be on hand nnd rlcmon­
st.rating in the city, beginning on the morninJ.! of 3 May, estimates vary 
widely. There are several unknown !actors which could siJlnificantly · 
arfcct the size of ·the turnout. Detnonstration leacl.crs hope for 70,000. 
Realistic estimates vary between 6, 000 and 30,000. The most uncer­
tain variable .at this tim~ is tbe qu~sti.un of whether or not demon­
stration planl'ers will be able to hold largr. numbers or ·young people 
in the aren who come in for a weekend o{ fun and frolic. A considere-d 
C8titnatc is. that, barring some presently unforeseen circumstance, the 

· httlk of yonn,; peopl~ will'rl~pnrt br.fnre the actinn fltarts. Most 
pt·nhnhry thosr. prctH•nt nne! activr in thr city un lhr ntnrning or 3 May 
wilt he unlyothc h:utf-c:nrc radical,;, nnrl it it; hrlic-vrcllhnt thrir 
$1htlw'in~ will. rli~~PI'ninl the• dNllnn~:trnlinn lt•arl(•r"hip . . Thnlllr. :tdiv«' 

• in attacking the des ignate~targc-ts on 3 May could number as {c-~v as 
scvcnl thousand and wil~ probably not exceed 10-15, ~00. 
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A5 fnr plannrrl acts n! terrorism tfuring thr. dr.monstration 
p c rn>r1 1 •~ •loco nn ~ _n,,pr••· 'tube ln l1"' r ard:t. Altho uJ;h tho se­

protesters in the city rfuring this period represent a varierf and 
erusive consensus ideology, leaders such as Rennie Davis and 
bavid OdlinROr and others are exp~rienced enough to. realize th~t a 
bombing in the early statz~s would be hi~hly· counterproductive. The 
possibility that a small group or fanatics will he present in the city 
duriT'g the period with the rull fapability of committing a planned act 
o( terrorism cannot and should not be lightly retzarded and dismissed . 
It is not belie.ved, however, that the major Coree& present in the city 
personified by would-be leaders of the antiwar and antl-eatabli~hment 
movement WOUl~ IUpport or condone a terrorist act during thls period. 

Although bombings have inc:;t"eaaed throughout the country 
(principally ttae West Coast) in recent wer.ks, it is nf't b<!tieved that 
they arc seriously scheduled by major involved nr~ani,;:\tinns during' 
the forthcoming pr. riod. JC such a terroristic f!vent is planned, the 
most probably date, based solely on ideolollies involvP.d .and in t" c 
interest of an cfft'ctive Ctcmonstration in the city, would n"'oat likely 
occur late on 5 May or in the early'"ours of 6 May. 

. Althou~h then~ havr. br.r.n s~vcral vague- refcrrn("es . tn CIA. as 
a targct_.for disruptive activities, it has not hccn a prominent entry 
in thP. lit.r. ratur~. Arte-r r.arly mornintt disruptir>n ned week thr 
idcntifiNI tar~«-ts nrr. thr. Penta~nn "" Monday, fhe Ju~ ti("e Ot"partment 
on Tuesdny and the -Capitol Buildin1 nn Wednesday (thr. last day ,r 
planned disruption) • . ·It is nnt believed at this ti.;,e that Headguartcrs 
will be subjected to direct protest demonstrations c~uring the c=oming 
prriod. Howeve r , in the r.vent of pre sently nnforP.seen tnovr.s a~tainst 
the Agency, appropriate £orces and equipmP-nl will be stationed by 
F·airfax Co un.ty authorities in and around the Langley comp~und. 
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